
If the student has  any 
symptom on List 1:

Refer to health care provider for 
follow up and testing

Known exposure to someone 
who has confirmed COVID-19 
Includes siblings, household 
members, and personal contacts 
who have been within 6 feet of a 
person with confirmed COVID 
infection for at least 15 minutes.

Isolate student, have 
student wear a mask if 

possible.  Call parents to 
pick up child and refer to 
health care provider for 

follow-up and testing

Isolate student wearing 
mask if possible and 
contact parent for  

student pick up.  May 
return to school once 
fever free for 24 hours 
without fever reducing 

medication and 
symptoms have 

improved.

COVID-19 Decision Tree for Students

Stay home, consult with healthcare 
provider, and monitor symptoms for 14 

days.  Did the student develop 
symptoms?

Can return to 
school 14 days 
after exposure

 

Does the student have 
contact/exposure on List 2?

No
Yes

NoYes

COVID-19 Test?

Yes, result 
positive or 
no testing 

done

Student stays at home in isolation 10 days from 
symptom onset or if no symptoms 10 days from 

test.  Can return after 10 days, pending they are 24 
hours fever free without the use of medication and 
their symptoms are improved.  Close contacts will 

need to quarantine for 14 days.

SYMPTOMS (List 1) : 
• Temp of 100 or greater 
• Sore throat 
• NEW uncontrolled 
cough that causes 
difficulty breathing (for 
students with chronic 
allergic/asthmatic cough, 
a change in their cough 
from baseline) 
• Diarrhea, vomiting, or 
abdominal pain; or 
• Headache
• Loss of sense of taste 

or smell

CONTACT/POTENTIAL 
EXPOSURES (List 2) 
• Close contact (within 6 
ft of an infected person 
for at least 15 minutes) 
with a person with 
confirmed COVID-19; OR 
• Close contact with 
person under quarantine 
for possible exposure to 
SARS-COV-2; OR 
• Traveled or lived in area 
where large numbers of 
COVID-19 are being 
reported: OR 
• Live in areas of high 
community transmission 
while the school remains 
open 

Yes, result 
negative

If 14 or more days since 
exposure, may return to 

school when 24 hours fever 
free without the use of 

medication and symptom 
improvement.  If less than 
14 days then continue to 
isolate/quarantine and 

consult with health 
department regarding 
return to school date. 


